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’ FASTER! 


OW delightful, how interesting —even today 


—that famous fantasy of Lewis Carroll! 
Remember? Alice and the Red Queen were running 
hand in hand. The Queen went so fast it was all 
Alice could do to keep up with her. And still the 
Queen kept crying, “Faster! Faster!’ But Alice 
could go no faster though she had no breath to 
say so. 


Exhausted, she finally sat down and looked around 
her in great surprise to find that with all her run- 
ning she was still under the same tree and 


apparently had made no progress. 


“Well,” said Alice to the Queen, “in our country, 
you’d generally get somewhere else—if you ran 


very fast for a long time, as we’ve been doing.” 


‘A slow sort of country!” said the Queen. “Now, 
here, you see, it takes all the running you can do 


to keep in the same place. If you want to get 


GENERAL 


ny | ' i VUHHHHI HHHHIHIIHIY HH 1 ! 


tt, * 
— 


Pace YYW\e~ 
o, ae * 
x 


GB: 


PROiak! 


somewhere else, you must run at least twice as 
fast as that!” 


How well all of us in the electrical industry know 
that we must run faster, faster —if we are to keep 


pace with our growing industry. 


Some may believe that an early electrical pioneer, 
like Alice, took a bite off the side of a magic 
mushroom and caused the phenomenal growth of 
the industry. However, we believe that it has been 
brought about by the progressive management and 
great foresight of its leaders. 


Therefore we, as electrical manufacturers, express 
our appreciation to electric-service companies for 
what they have done toward the rapid development 
of the industry. We realize that everything done 
for the benefit of the industry as a whole also 
benefits us. 
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SEC Preparing Schedule 
on Integration Hearings 


Present plan is to start early in January—American Gas & Electric 
may not be first—Mutually agreeable dates are being dis- 
cussed with utilities—Recapitalization considered 


Integration of the electric utility 
industry will take on new activity 
early in January. Some utility officials 
have discussed plans with the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission with a 
view to obtaining interpretation of indi- 
vidual problems. 
on security issues of holding companies 
which serve to penalize outside owners 
of securities or impose undue hardships 
are not likely to be attempted unless 
there is a conflict with the law. 

While the SEC is aware of the im- 
mensity and complexity of the task of 
integration, there is realization that the 
law is definite in some respects and 
the time has arrived when action must 
be taken. So far fifteen holding com- 
pany systems have been carefully 
studied and are now ready for hear- 
ings. The others are to follow. The 
schedule of hearings is expected to be 
announced shortly. 


Among the First 


There are indications that hearings 
may start before the January 29 date 
set for American Gas & Electric. Three 
companies have been mentioned as 
among the first to come before SEC for 
integration hearings—Electric Bond & 
Share, Standard Gas & Electric and 
Associated Gas & Electric. The SEC 
is moving to fix mutually agreeable 
dates, provided no arbitrary delay is 
involved. 

Court actions of any sort are not 
contemplated by the SEC, since it has 


Surgical operations. 


original jurisdiction and its own mode 
of procedure. However, the utilities are 
free to institute action once orders have 
been issued by the SEC and held not 
acceptable by the utilities. 

Roger J. Whiteford, new Associated 
Gas & Electric president, has discussed 
integratian with the SEC. Mr. White- 
ford has indicated that he will give 
immediate attention to the simplifica- 
tion of the corporate structure of the 
system, the integration or consolidation 
of its properties and operations and the 
adjustment of the voting power of its 
security holders upon a fair and equi- 
table basis. 


To Join Standard 


Leo T. Crowley, FDIC chairman and 
new chairman of Standard Gas & Elec- 
tric, will devote his full time to the 
utility in about two months. He will 
take up integration as his first task. 

The Chinese puzzle in utility inte- 
gration is the disposition of widely 
scattered properties which do not lend 
themselves to interconnection or inte- 
gration within the system. There has 
been some discussion of disposing of 
these properties by sale of securities 
to the public and have them operate as 
independent units. This same idea has 
grown in strength as a means of dis- 
posing of other properties in holding 
company systems. 

Another problem of importance fac- 
ing the industry, as well as the utili- 
ties, is the large total of preferred divi- 


dend arrearages. It is felt by SEC that 
something should be done about the 
preferred arrears—possibly a recapital- 
ization. Solution of this problem would 
place the industry in a position for 
future financial progress. 
Considerable thought is being given 
by the SEC to equity financing by 
operating companies through public. 
offering in lieu of additional bond is- 
sues. While it is unlikely that the hold- 
ing companies would consent to minor- 
ity equity interest, many companies 
may face this problem in the future 
when application for refunding or new 


financing is filed with the SEC. 


Standard Gas & Electric 
to Move Back to Chicago 


Headquarters of Standard Gas & 
Electric Co. will be moved back to 
Chicago from New York should the 
present tax situation be settled satis- 
factorily, Leo T. Crowley, new chair- 
man, declared last week. Mr. Crowley 
said that he expected to remain in 
Washington for another 60 days to com- 
plete pending FDIC business. He de- 
clared that his first task with Standard 
will be to devote his attention to system 
integration. 

e 


Seek Utility Purchase 


The North Platte, Neb., City Council 
has authorized Guy C. Myers of New 
York to negotiate with Northwestern 
Public Service for the purchase of the 
company’s property at North Platte. 
If negotiations do not succeed the 
Council approved recommendations of 
its study committee that “condemna- 
tion proceedings be instituted or other 
steps taken to arrive at public owner- 
ship of the utility properties.” 
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTING—View of the spectacular display in Charlotte, N. C. (Duke 
Power Co.), with a total load of 207.4 kw. There were 7,000 of 25-watt colored lamps, 
98 celloglass ornaments with six 40-watt lamps, 24 stars each having forty 10-watt 
lamps and 66 stars each having twenty 6-watt lamps 





Network for Boston 
Fenway District Set 


The Boston Edison Co. has com- 
pleted plans for a new alternating-cur- 
rent secondary network system upon 
which construction will begin in the 
early spring. The initial installation of 
from 1,000 to 1,200 kva. in Westing- 
house transformers, representing about 
one-half the total load of the area, will 
be progressively developed to meet cus- 
tomer requirements either in new load 
or as represented by added customer 
acceptance of the then available alter- 
nating-current service. 

The location of the new network in 
the so-called Fenway district of the city 
is on the fringe of the company’s direct- 
current service area. It is bounded by 
the Fenway, Ipswich Street, Hunting- 
ton and Massachusetts Avenues. 

The changeover is in line with a 
program inaugurated more than ten 
years ago to establish various alter- 
nating-current areas where new busi- 
ness warrants the change within the 
relatively large direct-current area in 
the city proper. As indicated by cus- 
tomer wiring adaptation to alternating 
current in the newest area to be thus 
supplied, this apartment house and 
commercial district will be completely 
converted in a relatively short time. 
For the present some of the larger 
direct-current motors, by arrangement 
with the company, will be retained in 
service. 

Nine transformer locations utilizing 
street or sidewalk vaults will be estab- 
lished. The system will be supplied 
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from 13.8-kv. network feeders to a 120- 
208-volt, three-phase, four-wire low- 
tension distribution network. Non-lead- 
ed cable, mechanical connectors and 
limiters will be used. The work is 
planned for completion by the fall of 
1940. 


° 


Tax Assessments Raised 
on Mississippi Utilities 

Assessment of Mississippi Power & 
Light Co. for 1939 tax purposes was 
set at $9,432,819, an increase over last 
year and about $4,000,000 higher than 
the figure was when the present tax 
commission took office in 1932. Missis- 
sippi Power Co. assessment was $5,116,- 
856. 

Under the legislative act creating 
the REA and TVA associations, not 
only is all physical property exempt 
from all state, county, district and 
municipal taxes, but the customers are 
also exempt from payment of the sales 
tax on the power they use. Customers 
of private utilities, however, pay a 2 
per cent sales tax on electricity. 


Signs Bonneville Contract 


A five-year contract for not less 
than 1,500 kw. of Bonneville power for 
first delivery within four months to 
the Glenwood, Washington, area has 
been signed by Administrator Paul J. 
Raver and M. A. Collins, chairman of 
the Klickitat County Public Utility Dis- 
trict. 
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REA and Coast Utility 
Agree on Rural Plan 


Points of differences and misunder-. 
standings regarding the $1,000,000 
rural line construction program of 
Washington Water Power Co. have been 
settled between the utility and REA. 
Following conferences between REA 
Administrator Harry Slattery and E. E. 
Royer, vice-president and general man- 
ager of Washington Water Power, and 
M. O. Leighton, consulting engineer for 
Electric Bond & Share, a solution was 
found to the controversy. 

Mr. Slattery said that there is gen- 
eral agreement and REA and the utility 
were working co-operatively to expand 
rural electric service. 

Shortly after taking office, Mr. Slat- 
tery charged that the utility was using 
the $1,000,000 program to “smash” 
REA co-operative projects. He charged 
that the company was building “spite 
lines” and attempting to skim the 
cream of the business in the areas in 
which the Inland Empire Rural Elec- 
trification project and three other co- 
operatives are operating. Mr. Slattery 
saw danger to effective development of 
Bonneville and Grand Coulee if the co- 
operatives were destroyed. 

Kinsey M. Robinson, president of 
Washington Water Power, replied that 
he was surprised at the statements 
credited to Mr. Slattery. “We have, 
from time to time during the last year, 
discussed the problem of serving the 
more scattered areas of eastern Wash- 
ington and North Idaho with both the 
REA and farm leaders of this area, and 
from these conversations had every 
reason to believe that our new rural 
extension program was satisfactory and 
had approval of the parties con- 
cerned,” he declared. 

Washington Water Power is furnish- 
ing power at wholesale to four REA 
projects and the company’s relations 
with them have been excellent. 

The controversy has been settled 
and rural electrification work is mov- 
ing forward in the area. 


Defeat Oregon PUD 


The proposed PUD for Lane Coun- 
ty, Oregon, was decisively defeated at 
a special election December 8. The 
vote was 2,890 against to 1,901 in favor. 
The vote in the five incorporated cities 
of Springfield, Cottage Grove, Junction 
City, Creswell and Coburg was un- 
favorable by about three to one. The 
surburban and rural areas also re- 
turned a majority against the PUD, 
but by a closer margin. Eugene, which 
maintains its own power utility, was 
not included in the district. 
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Power Policy Committee 
Widens Grid Discussions 


President Roosevelt appoints RFC chairman to group — Chamber 
of Commerce report holding super-grid not necessary brings 
quick retort from Secretary Ickes — Tate report held secret 


New angles have been injected into 
the series of conferences between utility 
representatives and the National Power 
Policy Committee. That the Adminis- 
tration is planning to take a hand 
financially in establishing a power 
grid, recently discussed by President 
Roosevelt, is indicated by the appoint- 
ment of Emil Schram, chairman of the 
RFC, to the committee. 

In his letter of appointment Presi- 
dent Roosevelt stated that “it has been 
brought to my attention by Chairman 
Ickes that the advice and assistance 
of the lending agency of the govern- 
ment are desired by the committee in 
its efforts to work out in co-operation 
with the private utilities plans for 
meeting the future power requirements 
of the country under all circumstances.” 


Super-Grid Report 


The report of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States showing 
that the super-grid plan for linking 
major power resources by government 
lines was neither necessary nor prac- 
tical brought a quick retort from Mr. 
Ickes. A group in the chamber was 
accused of keeping its members “fight- 
ing mad” at the government by such a 
report. The report pointed out that the 
utility industry was fully prepared to 
meet any emergency now in sight with- 
out further intrusion of the government 
into the power business. 

After the first flare regarding the 
so-called Tate report recommending a 
national power grid to tie in plants in 
the industrial East and extending into 
the Middle West and to the Southeast, 
conferences between utility executives 
and the power committee have sim- 
mered down to engineering discussions 
regarding capacity, proposed plant con- 
struction and transmission networks. 

During the first of the series of 
conferences utility executives were 
given little information regarding the 
Tate report or what was expected of 
the industry. In fact, the report was so 
secret that no one at the conference 
table was allowed to examine its con- 
tents, nor was it read. The charts dis- 
played were none too enlightening and 
were not allowed to become the object 
of discussion. 

Indications were given that the re- 
port would be released when correc- 
tions were made and brought up to 
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date with information recently fur- 
nished by the utilities. Some of the fig- 
ures were off and needed correcting. 
This was especially true in the light of 
what actually occurred as a result of 
the war boom in certain industries. 

One loop interconnection, as pro- 
posed by the power committee, would 
extend from Baltimore to Philadelphia 
and up through New Jersey to New 
York. Another proposed would con- 
nect Chicago with Detroit and down 
through Ohio to Pittsburgh. 

According to figures mentioned by 
the committee, the loop would carry 
500,000 kw. at a total cost of $500,000,- 
000. Objections were raised by the util- 
ities to such plans, as it was pointed 
out that steam plants with capacity 
far in excess of 500,000 kw. could be 
built with that much money. The com- 
mittee’s objective is that the loop 
would release standby and reserve ca- 
pacity and make it available over a 
wider area as firm capacity. 

Great importance was attached to 
the order in which the various utilities 
were called to Washington for confer- 
ences. A lot of floundering around fea- 
tured the early ones. As experience 
was gained, some of the more difficult 


situations were tackled. It is conceded 
that the Baltimore-Washington group 
is well interconnected, while the New 
Jersey-New York area could stand 
more interconnection. The one big 
drawback in this situation is that inter- 
connection would bring the New York 
and New Jersey utilities into interstate 
commerce and under federal regulation. 

The fact that a power shortage devel- 
oped in the TVA area is said to have 
stimulated such interconnection talk. 
Drought and an unforeseen demand on 
TVA created the situation in that area 
and left the government power agency 
without a power surplus to be shifted 
into a power grid. It was pointed out 
that apparently the Johnson committee 
had contemplated on plenty of reserve 
power from TVA. 

Indications have been given that 
when the present series of conferences 
has terminated and the committee has 
had time to assemble present figures 
some of the utilities will be recalled for 
additional discussions. It is felt that 
when the Tate report is brought up to 
date it will have merit and prove a 
contribution to the industry. 


Give Custosners $2 Gift 


Beach City, Ohio, has given custom- 
ers of its electric light plant $2 off 
December bills as a Christmas gift. 


Files Suit Against Utility 


Suit has been filed in the District 
Court at Austin, Texas, by Attorney- 
General Gerald Mann, on behalf of the 
state, against Central Power & Light 








GROUND BREAKING—President Otis Bradway, New Castle (Ind.) Chamber of Com- 
merce, breaks ground for the new 41-mile, $1,800,000, 132-kv. transmission line of 
Public Service Co. of Indiana, extending from near Indianapolis to New Castle. Utility 
and business officials joined in the ceremonies to mark the beginning of the $6,400,000 
program for a 50,000-kw. addition to the Dresser station 
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Co. for penalties of $50 to $1,500 a day 
covering a period of more than two 
years for alleged violations of the anti- 
trust laws. The petition alleges that the 
utility conspired to lessen and prevent 
competition by attempting to defeat an 
election for a municipal plant at York- 
town, Texas. The state asserts that the 
company paid $10,000 in cash and 
made other contributions to have the 
proposal to construct the plant aban- 
doned after the bond issue for the proj- 
ect was carried by 204 to 171. 


Chicago Air Unit Sales 
Rise Sharply in October 


Sharp increases in Chicago sales of 
both central-plant air-conditioning sys- 
tems and room coolers in October set 
new all-time-high «records for that 
month, Commonwealth Edison Co. has 
announced. 

Contracts were reported for fifteen 
central-plant installations, with a com- 
bined capacity of 164 hp., against five 
systems, aggregating 150 hp., in the 
corresponding period of 1938. Chicago 
dealers sold 29 room coolers in October, 
compared with three in the same month 


last year. 
* 


New U.S.S.R. Plant 


The U.S.S.R. has started a 3,000,000- 
kva. power project on the Volga. An 
earthwork and concrete dam will be 
constructed across the river. It is known 
as the Kuibyshev power project. 





Union Electric to Spend 
$20,000,000 on Plants 


Largest construction program undertaken in recent years calls for 
new generating station at Venice, Ill. — Permanent management 
established — Salaries of resigned officials reduced 


The largest construction program 
undertaken by Union Electric Co. of 
Missouri, subsidiary of North Ameri- 
can Co., in recent years will get under 
way in the near future. An outlay of 
$20,000,000 will be made to improve 
system operations and to add approxi- 
mately 100,000 kw. to the power ca- 
pacity. 

In addition to plans to overcome 
smoke conditions at the Ashley Street 
plant in St. Louis, new boilers are to 
be installed. A new plant is to be con- 
structed at Venice, Ill. Changes are to 
be made in equipment in the Madison 
County, Iowa, regions, which will pro- 
vide 60-cycle lighting, instead of the 
present 25-cycle. Several million dol- 
lars will be expended for general exten- 
sions and improvements. 


Permanent management 


At the same time that the construc- 
tion plans were announced the com- 
pany stated that the work would be 
under the direction of Dr. William 
McClellan, president; Edward  T. 
Gushee, executive vice-president, and 
John A. Woodbridge vice-president, as 
permanent management. Dr. McClellan 


























































MORE POWER—View of the Twelfth Street power station of Virginia Electric & Power 
Co., Richmond, showing the additions to boiler room, turbine room and switch house 
and the new power station office building in the left foreground. A new 40,000-kw. 
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turbo-generator and a single 450,000-lb..per-hour boiler are being added 
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was formerly president of Potomac 
Electric Power Co., Mr. Gushee was 
vice-president of Detroit Edison Co. and 
Mr. Woodbridge was with the New 
York law firm of Sullivan & Cromwell, 
general counsel of North American. 

They came to St. Louis to fill the 
vacancies caused by the resignation of 
Louis H. Egan, Frank J. Boehm and 
Albert C. Laun, who have been giving 
their attention to the investigation of 
the utility, which has been in progress 
for some months. 

In a joint statement by Union Elec- 
tric and North American, it was an- 
nounced at the time of the resignations 
that it was felt the investigation would 
be concluded in a relatively short time. 
Now it appears that the concluding 
date is uncertain. Heretofore the three 
officials were receiving their regular 
salaries. In view of present uncertain- 
ties regarding the date of determining 
the issue in the investigation, the 
salaries have been reduced to $1,500 a 
month for Mr. Egan and Mr. Boehm 
and $1,250 a month for Mr. Laun, as 
against $5,000, $3,500 and $1,400 a 
month, respectively. 


Shawinigan Announces 
Policy on Enlistment 


Total remuneration equal to present 
salaries, seniority of position, credit for 
continuous service for pension records 
and advancement of status equivalent 
to what might have been awarded are 
features of the Shawinigan Water & 
Power Co.’s present policy in its rela- 
tions with employees who enlist. In 
1914 the company’s policy was similar 
to that just adopted. Similar action has 
been taken by the directors of all Shaw- 
inigan subsidiaries and by the Quebec 
Power Co. and its subsidiaries. 


Board Starts Radio Program 


Wisconsin Public Service Commis- 
sion has inaugurated a weekly radio 
program over WLBL, Stevens Point, 
state-owned radio station, for the pur- 
pose of acquainting the public with 
the services performed by the commis- 
sion. The first program was presented 
on December 7. 
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REA Membership Drive 


to Add 100,000 Members 


Regional meetings and demonstrations spur campaign to gain new 
customers for co-operatives — Emphasis is being placed on load 
building to increase use of electricity and add more revenue 


Substantial progress is being made 
by REA in its membership drive and 
load-building campaign among its co- 
operatives. The rate at which new 
members are being added to the rural 
lines indicates that when the drive 
ends next February approximately 
100,000 new customers will have been 
added to the lines, Harry Slattery, REA 
Administrator, said in an interview. 

State agricultural organizations are 
aiding in the program of promoting 
wider use of electricity in the rural 
areas and on farms. Regional meet- 
ings and home demonstrations have 
proved highly successful with a great 
deal of interest manifested. 


Farmers Buy Equipment 


Greater emphasis is being placed on 
load building for it is felt that the line 
construction phase of the program is 
well stabilized and the next cycle of 
operation is to increase use of service. 
Mr. Slattery said that much of the 
talk about the farmer not having suf- 
ficient funds with which to purchase 
electrical equipment and household ap- 
pliances is unfounded. He said that 
this is indicated by the fact that large 
mail order houses have put out special 
REA additions to their catalogues and 
are doing a lot of business. Also local 
electrical dealers report increased sales 
of appliances. 

Mr. Slattery is well aware of the 
magnitude of REA operations and is 
working to make the projects profit- 
able. Some of the co-operatives are 
operating so well that they are pay- 
ing back loans in advance of the time 
when payments are due under the 
contracts. 

Such a condition has encouraged 
REA in its work for it is felt that the 
co-operatives are now going through 
the struggle which many private util- 
ities know so well—the development 
stage when financial expenditures were 
large and income was relatively small. 
Belief is that once the co-operatives 
get their lines loaded there will be 
sufficient revenue coming in to meet 
interest payments and to repay loans. 

At the present time 64 per cent of 
the REA projects energized are buy- 
ing power at wholesale from private 
utilities, 23 per cent from municipal 
plants, 8 per cent from REA plants 
and 3 per cent from TVA. Many pri- 


vate utilities have organized special 
departments to aid REA projects in 
making their operations profitable. 


Drafted by President 


Mr. Slattery was drafted by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt to fill the vacancy when 
John M. Carmody left as REA adminis- 
trator to head the Federal Works Ad- 
ministration. Utility operations and 
conservation are not new subjects to 
Mr. Slattery for he has wide experi- 
ence in these fields. He is author of 
the Federal Power Act of 1920 and col- 
laborated in drafting the REA Act 
and has been consulted in many phases 
of government power activities. His 
ideas concerning REA projects is that 
they should be made paying proposi- 
tions and that they should be so op- 
erated as to pay off their loans. 

REA is now engaged in budget hear- 
ings and has submitted a great amount 
of data concerning its operations. Un- 
der the ten-year $400,000,000 program 
REA will get $40,000,000 for the 1940- 
41 fiscal year. Its appropriations now 
come under the Department of Agri- 
culture budget and not as a separate 
one as in former years. It is not likely 
that it will ask for more than the 
$40,000,000, enough to take care of 
present project requests. Any addi- 
tional appropriations will have to orig- 





REA CAMPAIGN—REA specialists stage demonstrations for farmers in many states, 
like this electric equipment show near Alma, Georgia, in which farm people themselves 
participate as part of the load-building drive 
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inate in Congress. REA received an 
additional $100,000,000 in the 1938-39 
fiscal year in the “pump-priming” bill. 
Since its inception REA has allotted 
$267,136,293 and its co-ops are serv- 
ing more than 300,000 farm families. 
Lines are being built at the rate of 
about 560 miles each working day. 
This speed-up is designed to put the 
co-ops in operation as soon as pos- 
sible and to prevent delays by severe 
weather conditions. 


Interlocking Probe 
to Be Held by FPC 


Maintaining that the method and 
practices used in setting up expense 
accounts in the records of the com- 
panies involved were not in com- 
pliance with regulations of the Federal 
Power Commission, the commision has 
rescinded previous authority granted to 
S. R. Irish to hold the position of 
comptroller in more than one com- 
pany, and refused to grant him au- 
thority to hold interlocking positions 
in other companies on which applica- 
tions had been pending. 

The four companies of which Mr. 
Irish is at present comptroller are 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri, Union 
Electric Co. of Illinois, Mississippi 
River Power Co. and Iowa Union Elec- 
tric Co. 

At the same time the commission 
ordered that a public hearing be held 
January 8 at which thirteen other offi- 
cials also holding interlocking positions 
in the same companies have been or- 
dered to make further showing that 
neither public nor private interests will 
be adversely affected. 
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Canadian Utility Adds 
Generating Capacity 


Shawinigan Water & Power will 
be prepared to meet war 
emergency demands 


Shawinigan Water & Power Co. will 
be well prepared to meet any war 
emergency as a result of its active pro- 
gram to provide additional generating 
capacity to meet an increase in load. 

The company’s policy of expanding 
generating capacity in advance of re- 
quirements has created a favorable con- 
dition for the immediate development 
of industry, according to Fraser S. 
Keith, manager department of devel- 
opment. Present surpluses make this 
possible, he declared. 

Last year there was added to the 
ever-increasing generating capacity 
8,000 hp. at the LaGabelle plant on 
the St. Maurice River. This was ac- 
complished by the changing of the 
runners of two units and was the result 
of planned turbine efficiency investiga- 
tions carried out by company engineers 
over a number of years. In addition to 
present facilities, the St. Maurice Power 
Corp. is proceeding with a 267,000-hp. 
development on the St. Maurice River 
near the town of La Tuque, at an 
approximate cost of $15,000,000. The 
initial capacity of the plant is to be 
162,000 hp. and the start of delivery 
is scheduled for September 1, 1940. 
The company can readily increase the 
output of other units at La Gabelle 
and install two additional 40,000-hp. 
units at Rapide Blanc, the power house 
having already been built for this exten- 
sion. 

This will bring the installed capacity 
of the company’s plants on the St. 
Maurice River alone to a total of 1,018,- 
050 hp., with potential reserves on the 
river of 1,073,000 hp. 

Mr. Keith said that it is thus evi- 
dent that the company is ready for any 
emergency which may be created by a 
rapid industrial expansion. This power, 
strategically located with respect to 
excellent rail and water transportation, 
natural resources, and centers of popu- 
lation and industry, will no doubt play 
an increasingly important part in Can- 
ada toward supporting the British re- 
quirements. 

cm 


Must Cut Electric Rates 
to Albany Lighting Co. 


In accordance with its opinion and 
findings of fact recently issued, the 
Federal Power Commission has ordered 
the Interstate Power Co. to reduce elec- 
tric rates charged to Albany Lighting 
Co., Albany, Ill., on the basis of the 
sales and delivery of 103,470 kw.-hr. 
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per year, from $2,695 to $1,659, a re- 
duction in excess of 38 per cent. At 
the same time the commission denied 
motions by the Interstate Power Co. to 
dismiss the proceedings for want of 
jurisdiction or for want of sufficient 
evidence of record. 

The commission’s order is the final 
step in a case which began in 1937, 
when the village of Albany filed a com- 
plaint with the commission alleging 
that the rates for electric energy 
charged by the Albany Lighting Co. 
were excessive and unreasonable. 


Repeal of Gross Tax 
on Utilities Sought 


Legislation to repeal New Jersey’s 
public utility gross receipts tax law 
so as to make real and personal prop- 
erty holdings the basis of taxation will 
be sponsored in the 1940 Legislature 
by Senator Crawford Jamieson, Demo- 
crat, of Mercer County. 

In a letter to Mayor Charles R. Erd- 
man, Jr., of Princeton, Senator Jamie- 
son said he felt that there could be 
no “logical justification for permitting 
one class of taxpayer to use the gross 
receipts standard for a measurement 
of its taxes,” adding that “many other 
taxpayers would like to pay a small 
percentage of their gross receipts in 
lieu of personal property taxes.” 

New Jersey for a number of years 
has taxed public utilities, with the ex- 
ception of railroads, a portion of their 
gross income and used their real estate 
valuation merely as a yardstick for ap- 
portioning the taxes among munici- 
palities. Senator Jamieson’s support in 
remodeling the law was sought by 
Mayor Erdman after the Court of Er- 
rors and Appeals declared unconstitu- 
tional that part of the state’s gross re- 
ceipts and franchise tax law allowing 
the state Tax Commissioner to use his 
own method in appraising utility prop- 
erty for apportionment purposes. 


Supreme Court Sets Date 
on Denison Dam Suit 


A hearing in the Denison Dam case, 
in which the state of Oklahoma is seek- 
ing to block further construction on 
the $48,000,000 hydro-electric and 
flood control project on the Red River, 
has been set for January 29 by the 
U. S. Supreme Court. 

At that time the court said it would 
hear argument on the question whether 
the state should be permitted to file a 
bill of complaint. The state is chal- 
lenging the constitutionality of that 
part of the Flood Control Act of 1938 
authorizing the Denison project. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD © December 





Oregon Utilities Cut 
Rates by $1,060,000 


The rate reduction promised by 
Portland General Electric Co. in the 
event the company concluded a con- 
tract for the purchase of Bonneville 
power was announced last week. North- 
western Electric Co. concurred by filing 
the same schedule to affect its custom- 
ers in Oregon. The reduction affects 
155,000 residential customers, totaling 
$700,000 annually, and will take ef- 
fect January 1, 1940. 

The utilities announced that a cut in 
commercial schedules would be made 
effective May 1, 1940, and save custom- 
ers $640,000. Of the total Portland 
General Electric customers will save 
$1,060,000 a year. 

The new domestic rate is 50 kw.-hr. 
at 3.5 cents, 75 at 2.6 cents, 100 at 1.6 
cents, 100 at 1 cent, 500 at 0.7 cent. 
The new minimum is reduced from $1 
to 85 cents. 


Commission Orders Rise 
in Detroit Edison Taxes 


Complying with an order of the State 
Tax Commission, the city Board of 
Assessors of Detroit recently requested 
the City Council to authorize a manda- 
tory increase of more than $4,000,000 
in the personal property assessment of 
the Detroit Edison Co. 

The increase was ordered by Mel- 
ville B. McPherson, chairman of the 
State Tax Commission. In a letter to 
the Council, James A. Burns, secretary 
of the Board of Assessors, pointed out 
that the assessors, under rulings of the 
state Supreme Court, must comply with 
the order. 

* 


Rejects Rate Cut Offer 


An offer ixy Toledo Edison Co. to 
make voluntary reductions in electric 
rates which would total $498,000 an- 
nually has been rejected by a citizens’ 
advisory committee report to Toledo 
Council, which asserts the reduction 
should total at least $1,250,000 annu- 
ally. The Council has the report under 
consideration. The committee proposes 
that domestic rates be reduced 20 per 
cent, commercial rates 20 per ceat and 
industrial rates 16 per cent. 


Refunds Electric Bills 


Niles, Mich., Board of Public Works 
has voted to refund to all of its custom- 
ers the net .amount of all electric 
charges during November, totaling ap- 
proximately $16,000. 
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Chattanooga Power Board 
Expands Electric System 


Work done prior to acquisition of Tennessee Electric Power Co. prop- 
erties and work in present program totals $3,460,000 — Con- 
structs new lines to connect TVA and unit substations 


With critical eyes closely watching 
just how well a municipality will oper- 
ate a utility property which for years 
had been privately operated, the Elec- 
tric Board of Chattanooga is proceed- 
ing with its rehabilitation and expan- 
sion program. 

The work which the board did prior 
to acquisition of the properties of Ten- 
nessee Electric Power Co. and the work 
in the program total approximately $3,- 
460,000, 45 per cent of which is cov- 
ered by a PWA grant. The board’s 
share of the expenditure was financed 
from the proceeds of its $13,200,000 rev- 
enue bond issue, which was sold at an 
average interest cost of 2.7 per cent. 


Built Three Lines 


Prior to the acquisition the board had 
constructed three separately routed 
44,000-volt lines between Chattanooga 
and Chickamauga Dam, at which point 
the TVA terminates a 154-kv. line from 
Norris and a 154-kv. line from Gunters- 
ville and Wilson dams. S. R. Finley, 
general superintendent of the Chatta- 
nooga system, stated that next June 
there will be available the 108,000 kw. 
of capacity at Chickamauga. These 
three 44-kv. lines were all designed for 
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RIVERSIDE SUBSTATION—One of the new substations which the Electric Power Board 
of Chattanooga, Tenn., has constructed as part of its expansion program. There are 


eventual double circuiting and terminate 
at two receiving substations which the 
board has constructed, Mr. Finley said. 

One of the substations, College Hill, 
has 35,000 kva. capacity and the other, 
Riverside, has 20,000 kva. capacity. The 
eight separate sections of the three 
44-kv. lines are controlled by automatic 
reclosing oil circuit breakers, actuated 
by pilot wire relaying circuits. The 
current at these two stations is stepped 
down to 12 kv. to feed the overhead 
12-kv. and underground 12-kv. system 
which the board has constructed, with 
the 12-kv. overhead system being con- 
solidated and tied in with the existing 
TEPCO 12-kv. system feeding large in- 
dustrial customers and distribution step- 
down substations. The board had con- 
structed ten 1,400-kva. unit type dis- 
tribution stations, stepping down from 
12 kv. to 2,300/4,000 volts, for feeding 
an overhead “4-kv. network. The exist- 
ing 2,300-volt and 4-kv. overhead radial 
distribution system of the power com- 
pany is being cut over to feed from this 
overhead network and additional dis- 
tribution unit substations are planned 
for the future, with the ultimate plan 
of a 4-kv. overhead network throughout 
the area. 





























several others being put into service to meet growing demands 
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Mr. Finley said that prior to the ac- 
quisition the board had installed an ex- 
tensive underground system of ducts in 
the downtown area to provide an un- 
derground network system fed by six 
12-kv. underground feeders from the 
board’s two receiving substations. A to- 
tal of twenty-five 300-kva. and five 500- 
kva. submersible network type trans- 
formers had been purchased and the 
work of installing these transformers 
with the required secondary network 
grid is now about completed. 


New Street System 


The program of cutting over load 
from the existing power company’s un- 
derground system to the board’s new 
underground network system is now 
under way. The board’s system covers 
areas now served by overhead lines in 
addition to the area served at under- 
ground, Mr. Finley said. 

The board recently completed and 
cut into service a total of 350 ornamen- 
tal lamp standards in the downtown 
business area. Seventy-nine of these 
standards are combination mercury and 
incandescent lights composed of 400 
watts mercury and 600 watts incandes- 
cent, and the remaining standards range 
from 10,000-lumen down to 4,000-lumen 
lamps on the various streets. This or- 
namental lighting system is multiple 
type, fed from the underground net- 
work, 

Prior to the acquisition the board 
had completed 3 miles of high-intensity 
street lighting on the main traffic artery. 
A total of 137 standards were used, 
spaced approximately 542 times the 
mounting height, and work is planned 
to add adequate lighting on additional 
heavy traffic arteries. 

The board’s demand on TVA for 
power has increased during recent 
months. Current is supplied by the 
TVA’s two 44-kv. lines from Hales Bar 
Dam, one 110-kv. line from Hales Bar 
and one 110-kv. line from the Ocoee 
Dams, and also the board’s three 44-kv. 
lines from Chickamauga Dam. TVA 
has authorized a 154-kv. line from 
Chickamauga Dam to the Hiwassee 
Dam now under construction, which 
will make Chickamauga Dam _ulti- 
mately a terminal of three 154-kv. lines. 


Federal Power Commission 
Names Olds as Chairman 


Leland Olds, former secretary of the 
New York State Power Authority and 
recently named vice-chairman of the 
National Power Policy Committee, has 
been elected chairman of the Federal 
Power Commission to succeed Clyde 
L. Seavey. Mr. Olds was recently 
named to the FPC. 
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Possum Kingdom Dam 
Development Assured 


Funds for completion of the Possum 
Kingdom dam and reservoir, key proj- 
ect in development of the Brazos River 
valley in Texas, were assured with the 
recent announcement of Federal Loan 
Administrator Jesse H. Jones that the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation is 
to purchase $4,200,000 of bonds of the 
Brazos River Conservation and Reclam- 
ation District. 

Approximately $725,000 of this sum 
will be spent for the installation of 
transmission lines and construction of 
substations. About $2,500,000 will be 
used to complete the project, on which 
$4,500,000 of relief funds have already 
been spent, and $1,017 to retire out- 
standing bonds against the project. 
The dam, a combination hydro-electric 
and flood control development, is about 
half completed. 

The bonds purchased by RFC are 40- 
year 4 per cent bonds which will be re- 
tired by sale of electric power gener- 
ated at the dam, supplemented by an 
annual state appropriation of $132,000 
for the next sixteen years, Mr. Jones 
said. 

Simultaneous with Mr. Jones’ an- 
nouncement, the Federal Power Com- 
mission made a finding that the dam 
would have a beneficial effect on navi- 
gation on the Brazos and would reduce 
flood flows. As licensed by the com- 
mission in May, 1938, the project will 
have an initial installation of two 10,- 
000-kw. units and an ultimate installa- 
tion of three such units, with a total 
ultimate capacity of 30,000 kw. 


A.E.C. to Hold Annual 
Meeting in January 


The annual meeting of the American 
Engineering Council will be held on 
Thursday and Friday, January 11 and 
12, at the: Mayflower Hotel in Wash- 
ington, D. C. The all-engineers’ dinner 
will take place on Friday evening, pre- 
ceded by the president’s reception. 

Conference of secretaries of engi- 
neering societies, which has been held 
annually the past several years in con- 
junction with the annual meeting of the 
council, will be held on January 11. 


Knoxville System Issues 
Report for First Year 
City of Knoxville, Tenn., the first 
large municipality to be wholly served 
by TVA electric power, ended its first 


year’s operation of a municipal electric 
system with total operating revenues 
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and kilowatt-hour sales running a year 
ahead of expectations, the Tennessee 
Valley Authority announced. 

Books of the municipal system, kept 
in accordance with the Federal Power 
Commission classification of accounts, 
showed a net income of $260,370 for 
the twelve months ended August 31, 
after payment of all expenses, includ- 
ing depreciation, interest and taxes. 
Expanding use of electricity under the 
low rate schedules introduced last fall 
brought total kilowatt-hour sales to 
154,443,000, the city reported to TVA. 
The number of customers increased 
from 31,031 in August, 1938, to 33,344 
in the same month of 1939. 


E.E.I. Convention Dates Set 


The 1940 annual convention of the 
Edison Electric Institute will be held 
in Atlantic City Auditorium June 2-6. 
Committee meetings will occupy the 
first day with general sessions on Mon- 
day, Tuesday and Wednesday. Smaller 
meetings and social functions will be 
held at the Traymore. 


MEETINGS 


American Engineerin 


Council—Annual meeting, 
ee otel, 


fashington, D. C., January 


Public Utilities Advertising Association—Annual 
western conference, Hotel Cosmopolitan, Den- 
ver, Colo., January 12- _ Publicity Committee, 
PUAA., Room 1704, 4 Irving Place, New York, 


Louisiana eee. Society—Annual meeting, 
9 Charles Hotel, New Orleans, La., Janua 

“13. A. M. Hill, secretary-treasurer, 4 
of Charles Hotel. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual winter 

comer, Montreal, Que., January 15-16. 
ah Fairchild, secretary, 804 Tramways Bidg., 

Siccuesl, 

American Society of Settee 

nee! meeting, 


American Institute of aattent En wernt 
oe convention, New York anuary 22-2 
H. Henline, national seme 33 West ath 
e New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers—Annual meeting and _ International 
Heating and Ventilating seneniios, Lakeside 
oe leveland, Ohio, January 22-26. Charles 

Roth, president Internationa — Co., 
reo} Central Palace, New Y 

lowa Public Utilities Baia sales 
and distribution school, Hotel Fort Des Moines, 
Des Moines, lowa, January 29-30. Herbert Hen- 
derson, secretary, Security Building, Cedar 
Rapids, lowa. 

Edison Electric Institute—Prime movers commit- 
tee, Detroit, Mich., February 5-6; electrical 
equipment committee, Netherlands-Plaza Hotel, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, February 12-13. 

‘National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Mid-winter Conference, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
New York, Y., February 5-9. W. J. Donald, 
enower director, 155 East 44th St., New York, 


Engineers— 
Cleveland, hio, January 


Missouri Association of Public Uftilities—Annual 
convention, Elms Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
April 17-19. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 
Merchants = Bidg., 101 West High St., Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. 

Bestest Society—S prin: 

Wernersville, Pa., Apri 


smegiing. Galen 
r. Colin 
a leak secrefary, Columbia University, New 
York, N.Y. 
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Utilities Plan Meet 
With Weather Bureau 


The hydraulic power committee and 
the systems operation committee of the 
Pennsylvania Electric Association will 
meet with the Weather Bureau in Wash- 
ington on January 19-20, according to 
William R. Hamilton, chairman of the 
systems operation committee. 

These two committees have made 
arrangements with Commander F. W. 
Reichelderfer of the United States 
Weather Bureau for a joint meeting of 
these committees and other interested 
representatives of the electric utility 
industry with various representatives 
of the Weather Bureau. 

Utility representatives will discuss 
the effects of weather changes on sys- 
tem load forecasts, the scheduling of 
operation of hydro-electric operations, 
the planning of maintenance and con- 
struction programs and the effects of 
severe storms on system operation. The 
discussions will develop how improve- 
ments or changes in the manner of the 
forecasts can work to advantage. Dr. 
Ralph Krick, California Institute of 
Technology, will attend the meeting. 


P.U.A.A. Announces Plans 
for Western Conference 


The annual Western conference of 
the Public Utilities Advertising Asso- 
ciation will be held on January 12 and 
13 at the Hotel Cosmopolitan, Denver, 
Colo., according to an announcement 
by E. K. Hartzell, Bristol, Tenn., pres- 
ident of the association. 

Frank R. Jamison, Public Service 
Co. of Colorado, is in charge of ar- 
rangements, and details of the program 
have been placed with a committee un- 
der the chairmanship of Harold J. 
Rowe, Iowa Electric Light & Power 
Co., Cedar Rapids. 

A feature of the utility meeting will 
be a joint session with publishers and 
advertising representatives of the Colo- 
rado and Rocky Mountain area. On 
Saturday night, January 13, delegates 
will be guests of the Public Service 
Co. of Colorado at a banquet. 


A.S.M.E. Florida 
Group to Meet 


Announcement has been made that 
the Florida section of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers will 
hold its fall meeting at the Hollywood 
Beach Hotel,\on December 28. There 
will be a technical session in the fore- 
noon. It is expected that approxi- 
mately 150 persons will attend. 


23, 1939 





For the automatic functioning of an air-oper- 

ated welding machine, positive sequence inter- 
locking between the solenoid air valve and the current 
control is essential. 

Whether contactors or electronic equipment are used, 
the weld timing circuit must be closed and opened while 
pressure is exerted on the electrodes. Accidental open- 
ing of the electrodes, while the current is flowing, must 
be avoided. 

The Square D sequence panel automatically per- 
forms the following duties: 

1. Controls the solenoid air valve to automatically apply 
pressure to the work. 

2. After a predetermined interval to allow the pressure 
to build up, it energizes the timer of the current control. 

3. When the weld is completed, it determines the period 

during which the electrodes maintain pressure after 

the current is cut off. : 





4. It controls the period when the electrodes are open 
before the operating cycle is repeated. 


For electronic equipment, a protective relay is necessary. 
This relay is energized from the load side of the power 
tubes and is specially designed to operate under a wide 
variation in voltage. This interlocking system prevents the 
electrodes from opening while any current passes through 
the electrodes. It also permits independent adjustment of 
the weld time without changing the other sequence intervals. 

Squeeze time, hold time, and off time, are separately 
adjustable to suit the exact requirements of the welding 
operation. Faster production and better welds result. 

The Square D sequence panel can be added to the 
control of any air-operated welding machine to give 
full automatic operation. 


CALL IN A SQUARE D MAN 
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Saginaw, Mich., office of Consumers Power Co. 


MOlfices of Indianapolis Power & Light Co. 


Home decoration, Central New York Power 
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Nebraska Power Company’s office building 


Residential decoration. Northern States Power Co. 


Prize home lighting, Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co. 
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Street decoration at Jasper, Alabama Power Co. 


Sharon office of Pennsylvania Power Co. 


Utilities Show Leadership 
in Christmas Lighting 
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Monroe office of Detroit Edison Co. 
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West Penn Power Co. prize home decoration ! , ¢ <— . Va 
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Main office of Ohio Edison Co. at Akron 5 “ ll. | 2: B J 
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DUTAGE COST 





OnE Juse link 


Sie load hour and a “short” on the line. . . Nemrenler * Only L-M Reclosers 


that’s when an L-M Reclosing Cutout goes to give you all these dependable protection features 


... Fully Automatic Operation... Easy, Safe, Sim- 
work for you . . . protects valued customers ple Handling . . . Unmistakable Indication of Open 


against a prolonged outage, protects you against or Closed Position ... Adjustable Time Delay... 
Vibration-proof Contacts. 


service complaints and loss of revenue. Time 






and again on transient faults an L-M Recloser 
reduces outage time to approximately one 
second, keeps your outage cost 


down to one fuse link. 


That is the reason more and 
more operating men are giving 
distribution systems second and 
third “lines of defense” against 
minor faults with L-M Reclos- 


ing Cutouts. 


LINE MATERIAL CQO. 
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Rise Continues—Now 
116% Over Year Ago 


Production of energy by the electric 
light and power industry continued its 
seasonal rise, with a total of 2,604,- 
558,000 kw.-hr. in the week ended De- 
cember 16, according to the Edison 
Electric Institute. This constitutes an 
advance of 0.7 per cent over the pre- 
ceding week and of 11.6 per cent over 
the corresponding period a year ago. 

The latter figure is slightly above the 
percentage registered in the earlier part 
of the month, though the pace is a little 
more moderate than it was during the 
autumn months, when it hovered around 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1939 1938 1937 
Bec. 16 2,605 Dec. 17 2,333 Dec. 18 
Dec. 9 2,586 Dec. 10 2,319 Dec. II 
Dec. 2 2,539 Bec. 3 2, 
Nov. 2,482 Nov. 26 2,184 
Nov. 2,514 Nov. 
Nov. 2,514 
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Nov. 12 2,209 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 

Dec. 16 Dec.9? Dec.2 
New England ..... +12.1 9.7 3.5 
Middle Atlantic ... + 8.4 8.7 tie 
Central Industrial .. +15.4 14.6 15.1 
West Central ...... + 7.8 t 5.9 9.0 
Southern States .... +12.1 +11.7 Ti34 
Rocky Mountain ... + 5.2 z 8.0 + 5.6 
PUNE =? aawsecedebe + 7.4 8.7 + 5.6 
United States ...... +11.6 +115 +11.1 


2.3 


2.2 


2.1 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 


2.0 


14 per cent; the year’s average will 
probably be around 11 per cent, an 
indicator of industrial activity. 
Regionally, the Central Industrial 
area leads, with a gain of 15.4 per cent 
over 1938, approximately equal to that 
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of other recent weeks. New England 
and the South continue above the na- 
tional average..The decreasing gain in 
the Mountain states has as its back- 
ground an advance of 6.7 per cent in 
1938 over 1937. 





Will Not Apply for Major 
License for Melones 


Declining to apply for a major li- 
cense for its Melones project in Cali- 
fornia, the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
in its reply to the Federal Power Com- 
mission’s order contends that the exist- 
ing minor-part license is in all respects 
valid and may be altered only upon 
mutual agreement between the licensee 
and the commission. The company con- 
tends that the institution of legal pro- 
ceedings against it as proposed in the 
commission’s order “would be unjust 
and oppressive and is not warranted by 
any of the facts of the case.” 

In an order of November 3, 1939, the 
commission directed Pacific Gas to 
show cause on or before December 15 
why it should not apply for a major 
license for the project. 


Asks Increase in Budget 


New revenues for the New Jersey 
Public Utilities Commission may be 
recommended to the Legislature as a 
result of the commission’s request for 
an increase of $38,000 in its appro- 
priation next year. Harry Bacharach, 
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commission head, urged legislation pro- 
viding the new revenues before the 
legislative appropriations committee 
early this year, but no action was 
taken. Budget Commissioner Stephan 
said he “might go along” with an 
increased appropriation for the com- 
mission, provided it could be raised 
through new revenues. 


Western Electric Forms 
Specialty Products Unit 


To meet the unique requirements of 
broadcasting stations, air lines, the gov- 
ernment services and other similar users 
of its communication equipment outside 
of the Bell Systems, the Western Elec- 
tric Co. announces the formation of a 
new branch to be known as the specialty 
products division. 

The new division will be located at 
the Kearny, N. J., works of the Western 
Electric Co. and will be headed by F. R. 
Lack as manager. Mr. Lack has been 
associated with the Bell System since 
1911 except for a period of military 
service during the World War. Since 
last year he has been general commer- 
cial engineer of Western Electric. 
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Illinois Rural Contracts 
Awarded for 4,387 Miles 


Figures announced in the Illinois 
Rural __ Electrification © Committee’s 
monthly bulletin issued recently show 
that between July 1 and October 31 
the REA awarded contracts for the 
construction of 4,387 miles of power 
line in Illinois. This new line will serve 
9,896 farms whose owners are members 
of the various farmers’ rural electric 
co-operatives in this state. 

During this same period, the bulletin 
says, REA allotted enough funds to the 
Illinois projects to build an additional 
2,685 miles to serve 7,102 farm homes. 


Asks FPC for Rehearing 


Citing forty alleged reasons why 
a rehearing should be granted on an 
order of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion directing the Louisville Gas & 
Electric Co. to transfer $601,973, dis- 
allowed by the commission as actual 
legitimate original cost of Project 289, 
to surplus accounts, the utility has 
filed a petition with the commission 
requesting such rehearing. 
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A.LE.E. Awards Edison 
Medal to Philip Torchio 


Philip Torchio, who retired in 1938, 
at the age of 70, from the position of 
vice-president of the Consolidated Edi- 
son Co. of New York, Inc., has been 
awarded the 1939 Edison Medal of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers. The award was made to Mr. 
Torchio “for distinguished contribu- 
tions to the art of central station engi- 
neering and for achievement in the 


production, distribution and utilization 
of electrical energy.” Presentation will 
be made on Wednesday, January 24, 
during the winter convention of the 
Institute in New York. 

A native of Italy and a graduate of 
the University of Pavia and the Royal 
Polytechnic of Milan, Mr. Torchio 
came to New York in 1893. Joining the 
New York Edison Co. in 1895, he 
was associated with that company and 
its successor, the Consolidated Edison 
Co., until 1938, occupying successively 
the positions of engineer of economics, 
engineer of distribution, chief elec- 
trical engineer and vice-president. 

The progress made in the distribution 
of electric energy in New York City 
from the isolated direct-current gener- 
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ating stations to large alternating-cur- 
rent central stations with their exten- 
sive interconnections was a result of 
Mr. Torchio’s careful analyses and ex- 
perimentations. His investigations were 
important factors contributing toward 
the present satisfactory performance 
of high-voltage electric power cables 
and the successful adaptation of large 
generators to the requirements of elec- 
tric power systems. 

Mr. Torchio is the author of 38 orig- 
inal papers published in the transac- 
tions of various technical societies and 
is the patentee in America and in 
foreign countries of many improve- 
ments in electrical apparatus and de- 
vices for the production, transmission 
and distribution of electric energy. 

He is a fellow of the A.I.E.E. and 
has served as chairman of many of its 
technical committees and of other or- 
ganizations active in the development 
of electric power systems. 


> W. F. Davinson, director of research, 
Consolidated Edison Co., New York, 
and recently appointed chairman of 
the committee on research of the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
has been appointed by the National 
Research Council to the chairmanship 
of its conference on electrical insula- 
tion. 


> CLARENCE G. STOLL was elected presi- 
dent of the Western Electric Co. at 
a recent meeting of the company’s 
directors, succeeding Epcar S. Boom, 
who will retire on December 31. Mr. 
Stoll has been vice-president in charge 
of operations since 1928. He has spent 
his entire business career of 36 years 
with Western Electric. Mr. Bloom, who 
retires at the age of 65, in accordance 
with Bell System practice, ends 43 
years of service with the system. 


> Rosert M. TownseEnp, property egent 
of Portland General Electric Co., Port- 
land, Ore., was awarded a 50-year serv- 
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ice pin at a ceremony in the com- 
pany’s board of directors’ room re- 
cently. Mr. Townsend, who began 
working for the company’s predecessor 
in 1888, is the company’s oldest active 
employee. 


> J. E. Powe of Cheraw, S. C., has 
been appointed by Governor Maybank 
to succeed A. Stanley Llewellyn on the 
South Carolina Public Service Author- 
ity. Mr. Llewellyn recently resigned. 


> Artuur A. Boxster, who recently 
returned to this country from Muttenz- 
Basle, Switzerland, is now connected 
with the Roller-Smith Co., Bethlehem, 
Pa., doing design and development 
work. Mr. Bolsterli was formerly con- 
nected with the Products Protection 
Corp., New Haven, Conn. 


> ArtHur G. Lone, service engineer 
with the Westinghouse company at Bos- 
ton, Mass., was recently awarded a 
silver “W” at a dinner in that city 
marking his retirement after 45 years’ 
connection with the organization. The 
insignia, the highest award of the com- 
pany for outstanding achievement, was 
presented by H. F. Boe, service man- 
ager with headquarters at East Pitts- 
burg. 


> James WILSON, president of the Shaw- 
inigan Water & Power Co., Montreal, 
has been elected president and di- 
rector of United Securities, Ltd., and 
of Canadian Light & Power Co. to suc- 
ceed the late Julian C. Smith. At the 
directors’ meetings of both companies 
H. G. Buppen was elected secretary- 
treasurer of United Securities and sec- 
retary of Canadian Light & Power, 
while Joun Morse was named general 
manager of the latter company. 


PH. P. Lircurietp, manager of the 
Newark, N. J., branch of Graybar Elec- 
tric Co., Inc., has been transferred to 
the general executive offices as general 
commercial sales manager. In 1915 
Mr. Litchfield joined the central mer- 
chandise department of Western Elec- 
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tric Co. and since that time has acted 
as credit manager at Boston, assistant 
sales manager at the New York branch 
and since 1925 as branch manager at 
Newark. Throughout his business car- 
eer he has been active in industry asso- 
ciations, having served as president of 
the New York Electrical Credit Asso- 
ciation, New England Electrical Credit 
Association, Essex (N. J.) Electrical 
League and as president and founder 
of the New Jersey Council of Electrical 
Leagues. 


> Dr. R. D. Matmey, formerly vice- 
president of G. E. Vapor Lamp Co., 
Hoboken, N. J., tintil its merger with 
General Electric’s incandescent lamp 
department, Cleveland, to form the 
company’s new lamp department, has 
been transferred to the lamp develop- 
ment laboratory at Nela Park, Cleve- 
land. There he will serve in a super- 
visory capacity on various phases of 
development of gaseous discharge 
lamps. 


>. F. Heat has been appointed 
senior valuation engineer, New York 
State Public Service Commission, with 
offices in New York City. Mr. Heath 
has been associated with the Brooklyn 
Edison Co., Brooklyn, N. Y., since 
1919, having been inspector of appara- 
tus, assistant on the survey which pre- 
ceded the system’s change from direct 
to alternating current, and later en- 
gaged in cost accounting, estimating 
and engineering analyses. Since 1934 
he had been engaged on valuation work 
for the establishment of continuing 
property records for the system. 


> Franz A. Kartak, dean of the col- 
lege of engineering of Marquette Uni- 
versity, was elected president of the 
Engineers’ Society of Milwaukee at the 
recent annual meeting. Mr. Kartak is 
well known in engineering circles in 
Wisconsin. In 1913 the University of 
Wisconsin, his alma mater, jointly with 
the State Railroad Commission, cre- 
ated the University of Wisconsin Stand- 
ards Laboratory and Mr. Kartak was 
made the first director of this labora- 
tory, which undertook electrical test- 
ing and calibration and special re- 
search work for the public utilities and 
industries of the state. He joined the 
teaching staff of Marquette University 
in 1921 and became dean of the col- 
lege of engineering in 1928. Mr. Kartak 
is a fellow of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers and a member 
of the Illuminating Engineering So- 
ciety and of the Society for the Promo- 
tion of Engineering Education. He is 
at present a member of the advisory 
committee to the Department of Safety 
Engineering of the city of Milwaukee 
and is also a member of the committee 
of lighting education of the I.E.S. 


Carolina Power Elects 
Vecker Vice-President 


S. P. Vecker, general sales manager 
of the Carolina Power & Light Co., 
Raleigh, N. C., since 1935, has been 
elected a vice-president of the company. 
A graduate of the Sheffield Scientific 
School of Yale University, Mr. Vecker 
has a background of 27 years’ experi- 
ence in the utility industry. 

Following graduation from Yale in 
1911, Mr. Vecker became associated 





with the American Gas Co., Philadel- 
phia, and then with the Philadelphia 
Suburban Electric & Gas Co. Going to 
Florida, he became identified with gas 
properties at Key West and Miami. In 
1914 he transferred his interests to 
Panama, where he assisted in building 
up gas properties in Panama City and 
Colon, which later merged with the 
Panama Power & Light Co. As a re- 
sult of this merger Panama Power & 
Light came into the Electric Bond & 
Share System. 

Mr. Vecker was transferred to the 
New York office, then to Cuba and sub- 
sequently returned to New York. In 
1935 he became general sales manager 
of Carolina Power & Light. He has been 
active in the Southeastern Electric 
Exchange, having been appointed in 
1937 chairman of the sales section. For 
the past year Mr. Vecker has been 
chairman of the E.EI. dealer-sales 
development committee. 


> Harotp E. Smiru has been appointed 
to the position of line design engineer 
of the Commonwealth, Edison Company, 
succeeding Selah H.«North, who died 
October 21. Mr. Smith joined the com- 
pany in 1917 as engineer in the dis- 
tribution division, but left for military 
service soon after. Upon his return he 
spent several years in service investiga- 
tion and circuit design work, becoming 
assistant engineer of circuit design and 


ELECTRICAL WORLD @ December 23, 1939 


service investigation. Since his appoint- 
ment as supervising design engineer in 
1932 he has been engaged chiefly in 
directing transmission line design and 
related budgeting activities. 


OBITUARY 
Stefaan Piek 


Stefaan Piek, retired vice-president 
of the Niagara Hudson Power Corp., 


died at his home in Syracuse, N. Y., 


December 13, after two days’ illness. He 
was 63 years of age. 

Born in Holland and educated in Hol- 
land and Switzerland, Mr. Piek’s first 
association in this country was with 
the Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. at East Pittsburgh. Later he 
went to Buffalo as assistant electrical 
engineer of the Lackawanna Steel Co. 
and later entered the employ of the 
Ontario Power Co. of Niagara Falls, 
Ont., as electrical engineer. Subse- 
quently he became superintendent of 
the Niagara, Lockport & Ontario Power 
Co., and later assistant general man- 
ager, general manager and then vice- 
president. In 1929 Mr. Piek was named 
vice-president of the Niagara Hudson 
Power Corp. and executive vice-presi- 
dent of the Syracuse Lighting Corp., 
which was later absorbed into the Cen- 
tral New York Power Corp. He retired 
last year. 


> Davi H. Jounston, Jr., assistant 
electrical engineer, Consolidated Gas, 
Electric Light & Power Co., Baltimore, 
died September 12 in Chicago, Ill. 
Joining Consolidated of Baltimore in 
1919, he became superintendent of elec- 
trical service in 1922, with responsibil- 
ity for all electrical construction. He 
had recently been appointed assistant 
electrical engineer. 


> Jounston Livincston, head of the 
engineering and construction firm of 
his name, New York, N. Y., died Octo- 
ber 10, in his sixty-fourth year. Fol- 
lowing graduation from Columbia Uni- 
versity, he became associated in the 
formation of the United Engineering 
& Contracting Co., New York, of which 
he was named vice-president, and in 
1900 he formed the firm of Johnston 
Livingston, Jr., & Co., electrical engi- 
neers and contractors. That organiza- 
tion was incorporated in 1909 as J. Liv- 
ingston & Co., with Mr. Livingston as 
president, and engaged in a wide va- 
riety of electrical and power plant en- 
gineering and construction. About four- 
teen years ago he left that company 
to form the construction firm of John- 
ston Livingston, which he headed until 
his death. 
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Carrier Employees 
to Share Profits 


A plan under which every salaried 
employee will share in the fortunes of 
the company was introduced by Carrier 
Corp. on December 1. The plan is the 
result of a nine-month study and field 
survey by James A. Bentley, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of finance. 

The key to the administration of the 
project is a classification of each sala- 
ried position, regardless of the present 
incumbent. This means for each posi- 
tion in the company there is a stand- 
ard of qualifications with a minimum 
and maximum salary base. The actual 
base salary rate paid to an employee 
holding a particular position is in 
accord with his or her particular quali- 
fications. 

Each month the company will com- 
pute its average net income or loss for 
the preceding twelve months without re- 
serve or reduction for income or profit 
taxes. Salaries will be adjusted on a 
percentage basis. This percentage is de- 
termined by dividing 20 per cent of the 
previous twelve months average monthly 
net income or loss by the total base sala- 
ries of all employees for the current 
month. The salary paid to each em- 
ployee for the current month will be his 
base salary plus the addition or minus 
the deduction of this percentage. 


Moves Executive Offices 


Line Material Co. recently announced 
the removal of its executive and sales 
offices to 740 North Second Street, 
Milwaukee, Wis. Its new postal address 
is Milwaukee, Wis., P.O. Box 2077. 


Report Net Profit of $49,495 


For the third quarter of 1939 Con- 
tinental-Diamond Fibre Co. reports net 
profit of $22,607, compared with a net 
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loss of $166,794 for the third quarter of 
1938. For the first nine months of 1939 
net profit amounted to $49,496, com- 
pared with a net loss of $603,920 for the 
similar period of 1938. Net current 
assets on September 30 totaled approx- 
imately $2,458,000, of which $471,000 
represented cash. 


Completes New Plant 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
has completed its addition to the trans- 
former factory at Pittsburgh. William 
Watson, vice-president in charge of 
manufacturing, stated that the addition 
is the only transformer plant in the 
world set up for modern line produc- 
tion operations throughout. In a con- 
tinuous operation raw materials are 
converted into a transformer, tested 
and boxed for shipment. 










Announce Christmas 
Bonuses; Dividends 


Cutler-Hammer, Inc., has announced 
a Christmas bonus of 1% per cent of 
a full year’s earnings for approximately 
2,500 of its office and shop employees 
and a dividend of 50 cents a share on 
the common stock. The previous divi- 
dend, 25 cents paid on September 15, 
was the first payment since December 
15, 1937. 

Electric Controller & Manufacturing 
Co. directors voted a 50-cent dividend pay- 
able December 30, which makes $2 for 


the year. In 1938 the company paid $3.25 
a share. 

Ohio Brass Co. declared a dividend of 
$1 on the A and B common stocks. The 
last dividend by the company was 25 
cents, paid on March 24, 1938. 

Directors of the Johns-Manville Corp. 
have declared a dividend of $2 a share on 
the common stock. The previous payment 
this year was 75 cents on September 25, 

















































AIR-BLAST BREAKERS—Thirty utility and steel company electrical engineers from the 


East and Middle West last week visited the special switchgear laboratory in Milwaukee 
of Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. to view a series of operating tests on the new 


air-blast circuit breakers 
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so that the year’s disbursements will 
amount to $2,75 a share. In 1938 only one 
payment was made, amounting to 50 
cents on December 23. 

Wagner Electric Co. has declared a 
dividend of $1 share on the capital 
stock, payable mber 20 to record 
December 1. This makes $1.75 per share 
paid or declared for the year. In 1938 
only 50 cents was paid. 

James R. Kearney Corp. has declared 
a special dividend of 124 cents on the 
common besides the regular 15 cents of 
record December 1, bringing the total for 
the year to 75 cents, as against a total of 
50 cents paid in 1938, 

Sangamo Electric Co. directors have 
voted a 75-cent dividend on each share of 
common stock. The board also voted 
Christmas bonuses to plant employees, dis- 
tribution to be on the same lines as last 


year. 
e 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Manufacturing companies have re- 
cently announced the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 

C. J. Prashaw has been appointed man- 
ager of the Dallas district of the Edison 
General Electric Appliance Co., Inc., Chi- 
cago. Mr. Prashaw succeeds J. T. Nee, who 
has been transferred to the Atlanta district 
as Hotpoint electric range specialist. 

Wheelco Instruments Co., Chicago, has 
recently appointed Rodgers Engineering 
Co., Thomas Building, Dallas, Tex., as its 
representative for the north Texas terri- 
tory. 

McGraw Electric Co. has appointed 
Harold Adams, formerly covering Minne- 
sota for the Toastmaster products divi- 
sion, to the Chicago territory, which 
comprises Illinois, Wisconsin, lowa, Ne- 
braska and Minriesota. 


Electric Truck Exports 
Reflect European War 


Domestic shipments of electric indus- 
trial trucks and tractors during Novem- 
ber numbered 99, as against 93 in Oc- 
tober and 36 in November a year ago, 
according to the Department of Com- 
merce. 

Exports of electric industrial trucks 
and tractors during September, October 
and November reflected shortage of 
gasoline abroad as well as increased 
industrial activity; for this three- 
month period shipments abroad totaled 
97, as against 36 in the first nine 
months of this year and 28 in the corre- 
sponding three-month period a year ago. 





New York Metal Prices 


ne: ee 
ents per per 
Pound Pound 
Copper, electrolytic ..... 12.50* 12.50* 
Pe iy AS ER price.. 5.50 5.50 
ARUN kc ckssccceccecs 14.00 14.00 
Nickel leost i cimeclaeses 35.00 35.00 
Zine, eee aRIAERS 6.39 6.39 
i ee 50.50 51.00 
Aluminum, 99 per cent.. 20.00 


20.00 
*Delivered Connecticut Valley. 





Field Reports on Business 


Christmas buying showed a substantial increase over earlier weeks and in many 
areas well above a year ago. There appeared to be no sharp drop in heavy 
electrical purchases. Utilities plan to go ahead with the contemplated building 
programs, with some stepping up schedules. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Contrary to the usual seasonal indus- 
trial trend, no let-down in buying elec- 
trical equipment is reported in this dis- 
trict. Rather, orders continue at a steady 
pace and the closing weeks of this year 
will witness new all-time-high records 
hung up by many manufacturers, with 
industrial electrical supplies out in front 
with new high level of orders. 

A well-informed source estimates more 
than $100,000 in small motors booked dur- 
ing the past fortnight, typical of which 
was one lot of 200 with ratings from 2 to 
5 hp., another of sixteen 714 hp., several 
groups of fractionals ranging from 50 up 
and a large volume of single units. Westing- 
house recently sold 2,100 kva. in trans- 
formers to the Boston Edison Co., con- 
sisting of six 150 kva. and four 300 kva.; 
these will be installed in a new alternat- 
ing-current secondary network system 
planned for early spring. 

U. S. Navy has awarded a contract for 
$96,822. for motor-generator sets and 
switchboard equipment to Ideal Electric 
& Manufacturing Co., Mansfield, Ohio, for 
the New London submarine base. Arc 
welders are selling well; recently five 
200-amp. machines were placed in this 
area; B. F. Sturtevant Co., Hyde Park, 
Boston, recently received an order from 
Bethlehem Corp. for Sturtevant forced- 
draft equipment to be used in three new 
cargo ships now being built. 

Merchandising is forging ahead at full 
force; much attention is being given to 
small electric appliances and _ portable 
radio sets; new housing projects are draw- 
ing heavily on range and refrigerator 
stocks. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Building permit values for November in 
seven Western states total $27,112,743, an 
increase of 5 per cent over 1938 and 
nearly double 1937. Also, rather unex- 
pectedly, this total is 10 per cent over 
the preceding month, with Oregon and 
California leading. Until the pending 
$225,000,000 appropriation bill is effective, 
prospective government building includes 
many small post offices and court houses, 
widely distributed from Idaho to Arizona; 
such larger structures as immigration sta- 
tions and custom houses for San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles, and barracks, quar- 
ters and storehouses for Hawaiian army 
and navy posts, largely awarded in Los 
Angeles and totaling $2,500,000, during 
the past ten days. Private building in- 
cludes a million dollar store for 
Roebuck in Los Angeles for potential ex- 
pansion by six more stories, chemical, 
brewing and linoleum plant additions in 
Oakland and San Francisco. 

Western PWA work is about 80 per 
cent completed. Recent orders from varied 
sources have included several 50-ton and 
a 270-ton motor-driven cranes, the latter 
for Parker Dam, Ariz.; three G.E. 833-kva. 
transformers, value $11,700, for Phoenix; 
two combination Diesel engine plants, 
average value $55,000, for Arizona and 
Philippine army posts; red cedar poles 
for the Hood River—the Dalles sector 
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of the Bonneville system; a 70-mile, 115,- 
000-volt wood-pole section for the Colorado 
Big Thompson system; 500,000 ft. of 1-in. 
black pipe from National Electric Prod- 
ucts for the Columbia basin. Plans are 
being studied for the proposed Stanislaus 
flood control and irrigation system costing 
$12,000,000. 


NEW YORE 


Christmas trade in this area showed a 
good rise during the past week, after a 
slow start, with stores crowded. Depart- 
ment store sales for the nation showed 
gains up to 10 per cent or more. Outlets 
here report good sales of electrical appli- 
ances. Indications are that there will be 
practically no inventory problem on re- 
frigerators and the like, stocks having 
been well sold down. 

Considerable interest is being placed on 
air conditioning for next year. New drives 
are being formulated. With dollar volume 
of construction contracts remaining high, 
belief is that next spring will see further 
expansion, with the electrical trade shar- 
ing accordingly. 

Reports indicate that the business log 
jam has been broken—that is, the slowing 
down after the August-September war 
rush—and that the new year will see a 
resumption of orders on a large scale. 
Government activity, especially along de- 
fense lines, is expected to be a stimulant. 

Many business prognosticators see a 
rise of 10 to 15 per cent for the capital 
goods market next year. Some of this rise 
is beganning to be felt. The seasonal 
decline in steel production is not expected 
to have a depressing effect on general 
business. Price changes are being care- 
fully watched as an indicator for placing 
forward orders. Much of the present busi- 
ness is a hand-to-mouth affair. 


CHICAGO 


Heavy retail buying featured the busi- 
ness developments in this area last week. 
Electrical merchandise sales were very 
favorable, with table appliances moving 
especially well. Department store sales 
advanced sharply over the previous week, 
widening the margin over a year ago to 
6.4 per cent. The widespread interest 
in decorative lighting indicates a record 
sale of Christmas tree sets and orna- 
mental lighting equipment. 

An increasing n of extra-dividend 
declarations and bonus payments was 
announced, vend favorable earnings 
over a wide front. In addition, employ- 
ment and payrolls were reported substan- 
tially above the level last year, to increase 
the expectations for a banner holiday 
season. 

Reports from manufacturers of electrical 
equipment reflect considerable optimism 
over the outlook for the early part of 
next year. New orders have slackened 
somewhat, but sufficient backlog has ac- 
cumulated to maintain operations at pres- 
ent levels for some time. Further encour- 
agement is derived from the ever-increasing 
number of expansion programs being de- 
veloped by utilities. 
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Slight changes in the prices of electric light and power stocks this week were 
sufficient to carry the “Electrical World” index to 31.5, last week 31.4; last year, 28.6. 
The bond index advanced to 106.1 from 106.0 the preceding week. 





Associated Dividend 
Opposed by Board 


SEC has ordered the Associated 
Electric Co., a subsidiary of the Asso- 
ciated Gas & Electric Co., to show cause 
at a hearing on January 4 why Asso- 
ciated Electric should not be prohibited 
from paying dividends on capital stock 
in alleged contravention of the com- 
mission’s rules and in violation of a 
previous order. 

The commission’s order stated the 
company appeared to be preparing to 
declare and pay dividends on its capi- 
tal stock. The company was ordered 
to show cause why the payment should 
not be prohibited in order to “protect 
the financial integrity of the Associated 
Electric Co., to safeguard the working 
capital and to prevent the circumven- 
tion of the Public Utility Holding Com- 
pany Act of 1935 and the rules and 
regulations issued thereunder.” 


Board Permits Stock Issue 


New Jersey Board of Public Utility 
Commissioners has _ permitted the 
Orange & Rockland Electric Co. of New 
Jersey to issue 537 shares of 5 per cent 
cumulative preferred stock, each share 
with a par value of $100, or a total of 
$53,700. 


Damage Suit Dismissed 


Common Pleas Judge Dana F. Rey- 
nolds recently dismissed a $42,000,000 
damage suit charging fraudulent di- 
lution of gas distribution to 700,000 
consumers in Ohio by the Columbia 
Gas & Electric Corp. and four sub- 
sidiaries operating in the state. Judge 
Reynolds, sustaining a demurrer by 
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counsel for the utilities, held that John 
L. Davies, city attorney of Columbus, 
who brought the suit, had failed to take 
the proper legal remedy in suing for 
himself and all other consumers. He 
ruled that the suits had to be brought 
individually. 


Utilities Register 
Petitions With SEC 


Kentucky Utilities Co. has filed with 
the SEC statements covering $26,000,- 
000 of first mortgage bonds, series of 
1970, and $6,000,000 of serial deben- 
tures. Proceeds will be used to refund 
outstanding issues and to reimburse 
the company for capital expenditures. 

Potomac Electric Power Co., Wash- 
ington, D. C., has been authorized by 
the commission to sell $5,000,000 of 
344 per cent bonds, series due in 1974, 
to the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
and the Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


Massachusetts Power & Light Associ- 
ates and its subsidiary, North Boston 
Lighting Properties, have filed statements 
and applications regarding the proposed 
liquidation of the latter company. 

Minnesota Utilities Co. has been au- 
thorized to issue an $80,000 unsecured 
promissory note, due November 1, 1964, 
to its parent, American Utilities Service 
Corp. 

SEC has approved an application by 
the Wisconsin Michigan Power Co., a 
subsidiary of the North American Co., for 
an order exempting from the Holding 
Company Act the proposed issue and sale 
of 40,000 shares of 414 per cent preferred 
stock, 10,000 shares of common stock and 
certain promissory notes aggregating $620,- 
000 


Lake Superior District Power Co., Ash- 
land, Wis., has filed a declaration regarding 
the issuance and sale of 5,000 shares of 
$75 par value common stock. The stock is 
to be sold to the company’s parent, North- 
west Utilities Co., for $75 a share in cash. 
Proceeds from the sale of the stock are 
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to be used to reimburse the company for 
the cost of additions and extensions to its 
plant and facilities. 

Brockton Edison Co. has filed a declara- 
tion regarding the issuance of $340,000 
one-year non- interest bearing unsecured 
promissory note. The note is to be issued 
to Montaup Electric Co. in satisfaction of 
open account indebtedness in an equal 


amount, 
a 


Utilities Declare 
Extra Dividends 


Extra dividends on the common stock 
have been declared by several electric 
light and power companies. Among 
those recently announcing extras are 
the following: 


United Illuminating Co., New Haven, 
Conn., extra of $1 a share and the regu- 
lar quarterly dividend of $1 a share on 
capital stock, payable December 27 to 
stockholders of record December 11. 

General Water, Gas & Electric Co., 
extra of 40 cents per share on the common 
stock, in addition to the regular dividend 
of 10 cents per share. 

Sierra Pacific Power Co. authorized a 
dividend of $1 a common share. Includ- 
ing the 50-cent payment on June 30, divi- 
dends amount to $1.50, the same as in 
1938. 

American Cities Power & Light Corp. 
declared a quarterly dividend of 68% 
cents on the class A stock, optional divi- 
dend series of 1936, payable on January 1. 
Holders of this stock will have the option 
of receiving one-sixteenth share of class B 
stock in lieu of cash, provided written 
notice was received by the corporation on 
or before December 21. 

Cleveland Electric Illuminating, yoer- 
end dividend, 25 cents and quarterly divi 
dend of 50 cents on common stock. On 
October 1, company paid 50 cents. 

Federal Light & Traction Co. voted a 
dividend of $1 a common share. The 
previous payment was 25 cents in Decem- 
ber, 1938. 


Gatineau Extra Declared 


An extra dividend of 5 cents a share 
has been declared on the no-par value 
common stock of Gatineau Power Co., 
in addition to a regular quarterly 20 
cents a share. This will bring total 
disbursements for 1939 to 85 cents a 
share. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 
939 1938 
“Amesioes &  Foreig 
Power and subs....... $5,466,083 $5,860,315 
El Paso Electric (Tex.).. 378,389 337,449 
ee Public Service 
BRE as et iedce 5,220,760 3,768,314 
Guilt’ States Utilities. .... 2,556,972 2,059,638 
Louisville Gas & Electric 
(Ky) and subs...... .- 2,750,359 2,637,635 
er acon Electric ... 569,944 476, 
Puget Sound Power & 
ght and subs....... 2,049,934 1,487,969 
¢Savannah_ Electric & 
POE sci vetas abiece 259,264 212,412 
Sierra Pacific Power...... 784,645 615,938 
Virginia Electric & Power 3, ne 3,447,316 


*Twelve months ended Septembe 
{Twelve months ended October ;* 
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Welder Electrode Holder 


This is a new pressure unit with ad- 
justable spring control and gauge, elim- 
inating tip drag in welding head follow-up 
and insuring no burning action at welding 





Quick follow-up electrode cuts burning and 


flashing out; holder takes threaded or tapered 


tips of any standard size or shape, or in 
special designs for unusual operations. 

omson-Gibb Electric Welding Co., Lynn, 
Mass., Distributor; Electroloy Co., Bridgeport, 
Conn., maker. 


temperatures. A threaded or tapered tube 
takes any standard welding tip and has 
water-cooled attachments at the top. A 
sliding outer tube is connected by copper 
braid to the inner tube, and the top of 
the former is threaded into a cage holding 
a spring and centralized washer. Pressure 
on the moving element is varied by screw- 
ing the cage up or down on the outer tube 
to change the spring compression, which 
is read in pounds on the gage. Weight of 
moving parts, 2 lb. maximum. 


Duplex Receptacles 


Three- and two-wire duplex receptacle to fit 
standard duplex Bakelite or metal plates. 
The Arrow-Hart & Hegeman Electric Co., 
Hartford, Conn. 


Combined in one device are a stand- 
ard “T” slot plug connection and a three- 
wire ouiaaieel plug outlet. Regular par- 
allel or tandem blade caps fit one side and 
10-amp., three-wire caps may be used in 
the other. Available with independently 
wired circuits or with common feed and 
return, 


A.C. Timer Unit 


Portable a.c. timer unit; silver contact 
switch has capacity of 15 amp. at 120 volts 
a.c.; timer supplied in 15, 30 and 60 minute 
maximum timing range. Walser Automatic 
Timer Co., New York, N.Y. 


To operate, the pointer of this timer is 
turned to any desired interval. In the 
case of short interval settings (between 
zero and star) pointer is turned to star 
to close switch circuit and then returned 
for interval required. 


Surface Fixture 


Surface mounting gymnasium fixture with a 
guard of heavy gauge wire. Goodrich Elec- 
tric Co., Chicago, Ill. 


_ The protection feature of the assembly 
Is provided in the conical shape of the 
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housing, it is claimed, because it offers 
only a glancing surface if struck by a ball 
from any direction, thus minimizing the 
force of the impact. Also an RLM dome 
reflector is mounted independently of the 
housing. An opening of proper size in the 
center of the guard facilitates lamp re- 
placement as well as cleaning. 


Air Blast Breaker 


The interrupting process of this breaket 
is initiated by admitting compressed aif 
to the interrupting chamber through the 
air-blast valve. The compressed air oper- 
ating against a piston attached to the 
movable contact causes the contacts to 
separate, providing an outlet for the com- 
pressed air to escape into the cooling 
chamber. As the contacts separate, an arc 
is drawn, which is immediately enveloped 
and centralized by the action of the air 





Air-blast circuit breaker, 


type ‘'AB-15-500,"" 
rated 600 and 1,200 amp. at 15 kv. and 23 
kv.; 500,000 kva.; Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


blast. Extension and centralization of the 
arc automatically connects a resistor in 
parallel with a portion of the arc, claimed 
to eliminate high-frequency transients and 
reduce the rate of rise of recovery voltage. 
Special features claimed are elimination 
of oil, short arcing ‘time and fast closing, 
rapid dielectric recovery, and power-factor 
correction. 
* 


Electric Eye Switch 


Type "'Al4B"' limit switch for general-purpose 
conditions and type |""A20C" as a fimiting 
control, operates réversing rollers, conveyors, 
etc. Photoswitch, Inc., Cambridge, Mass. 


This control is a simplified photoelectric 
unit, utilizing rugged construction, suit- 
able for installation in heavy industries 
where exacting conditions of vibration, 
humidity and. nigh temperature are en- 
countered. The “Type A20C” limit switch 
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operates directly from the light given off 
by red hot metal of any shape. No light 
source is ee and the hot objects 
may vary in their location with respect to 


the control within reasonable limits. 


Connector 





"Streamlined" 
Burndy Engineering Co., Inc., New York, N. Y. 


electrical connector, type T. 


All corners and edges of this connector 
are rounded and the bolt heads are sunk 
in sockets to facilitate taping. This same 
general type of construction is also avail- 
able for couplers, terminals, stud connec- 
tors and other shaped connectors for tube 
or cable. 


Multi-Breaker 


15-, 20- or 25-amp. “Multi-breaker" for indus- 
trial and commercial use. Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


This new breaker is furnished for two- 
wire, solid neutral, 115-volt a.c., one or 
two single poles, grounded or solid neu- 
tral; for three-wire, solid neutral, 115-230- 
volt a.c., one double pole or two single 
poles, grounded neutral; or for two-pole, 
115-230-volt a.c., one double pole, no 
neutral. The company claims that the 
breaker can not be held closed on a short 
circuit or overload. 


Wire Rope Clamp 


Made of high tensile strength steel, this 
clamp has an inner surface that grips the 
wire rope and is double spiral splined 
to fit each strand and wire of the rope. The 
gripping halves of the clamp are held 
tightly to the rope by taper threaded nuts. 





"Safe-Line"™ wire rope clamp for ropes '/ in. 


to % in. 


National Production Co., Detroit, 
Mich. 


The company claims that this joint can 
be quickly readjusted to the proper ten- 
sion and that it can be u over and 
over again. 
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FPC Permits Acquisition 
by Pennsylvania Utility 


Authority for the carrying out of a 
transfer of properties within the pur- 
view of the Federal Power Act whereby 
Pennsylvania Water & Power Co. will 
acquire all of the electric facilities of 
two wholly owned subsidiaries, Susque- 
hanna Transmission Co. of Pennsylvania 
and Pennsylvania Transmission Co., has 
been granted by the Federal Power 
Commission. 

The order provides that the merger 
must be completed within 60 days. 
The transactions have already been 
approved by the Pennsylvania State 
Commission. A public hearing was held 
upon the application of the companies 
to merge on October 30 and 31 and no 
witnesses appeared to object to the 
carrying out of the transaction. 


EHFA Closes Contracts 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts had been 
closed with the city of Lakeland, Fla.; 
Corn Belt Electric Co-operative, Inc., 
Bloomington, Ill.; La Grange County 
Rural Electric Membership Corp., La- 
grange, Ind.; Randolph Electric Mem- 
bership Corp., Asheboro, N. C.; Nueces 
Electric Co-Operative, Inc., Robstown, 
Tex.; Riverton Valley Electric Associa- 
tion, Inc., Riverton, Wyo.; city of Seg- 
uin, Tex.; city of Columbus, Miss.; 
Orlando Utilities Commission, Orlando, 
Fla. Contracts cover financing of elec- 
tric appliances. 


City Plant Bonds Issued 


A new issue of $3,000,000 city of Los 
Angeles, Calif., 234 and 334 per cent 
electric plant bonds, consisting of 
$1,125,000 of 334s, due December 1, 
1940-54, priced to yield 0.50 per cent 
to 2.90 per cent, and $1,875,000 of 234s 
dué December 1, 1955-79, priced to 
yield 2.75 per cent to 3 per cent, ac- 


cording to maturity, has recently been 
offered. 
a 


FPC Revokes Export Order 


Finding that the B and P Bridge 
Co. of Weslaco, Inc., Mercedes, Tex., 
has not filed the reports required and 
has made no response to the commis- 
sion’s show-cause order issued on 
March 15, 1938, the Federal Power 
Commission has ordered that the au- 
thorization granted the company in 
1936 to export electric energy from 
the United States to Mexico be re- 
voked and rescinded, effective Decem- 
ber 31, 1939. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Huntincton, W. Va.— Appalachian 
Electric Power Co., Roanoke, Va., has 
plans maturing for extensions and improve- 
ments in transmission and distributing 
lines, and other facilities in recently ac- 
quired system of Southern Utilities Co. at 
Hamlin, West Hamlin, Hurricane, Yawkey, 
W. Va., and vicinity, and at West Liberty 
and Louisa, Ky. New power substations 
will be installed and expansion carried 
out in present units. Increased service fa- 
cilities will be provided in different areas, 
with extensions in rural electric lines, in- 
cluding primary and secondary systems. 
Entire project estimated to cost close to 
$300,000 and will be carried out in 1940. 


Amuerst, On1o—Board of Public Af- 
fairs is arranging immediate call for bids 
for proposed municipal electric power 
plant, with installation of two 500-kw. 
turbine-generator unjts and _ accessories, 
two 300-hp. boilers with single retort un- 
derfeed stokers, boiler feed pumps, feed- 
water heater, coal and ash-handling equip- 
ment, switchboard and instruments, trans- 
formers and accessories, etc. As previously 
noted in these columns, project is esti- 
mated to cost approximately $150,000 
Floyd G. Browne, Marion, Ohio, is con- 
sulting engineer, 


Evanston, Wyo.—Utah Power & Light 
Co., Salt Lake City, Utah, plans exten- 
sions in transmission lines in Hilliard dis- 
trict, vicinity of Evanston, where increased 
service facilities will be provided. Work 
is scheduled to begin soon. 


Mosite, Ata.—Alabama Power Co., Bir- 
mingham, has plans under way for expan- 
sion and modernization in power substa- 
tion at Royal and St. Louis Streets, Mo- 
bile, with installation of new transform- 
ers, switchgear and auxiliary equipment. 
Proposed to carry out work early in 1940. 
Cost estimated close to $250,000. This is 
part of general construction and improve- 
ment program to be carried out by com- 
pany in Mobile area during coming year. 


Los AnceLes, Catir.—Los_ Angeles 
Water and Power Bureau, 205 South 
Broadway, has plans nearing completion 
and will take bids soon for new equipment 
and electrical repair shop at 1530 St. 
John Street, to be ‘three-story, 120 x 180 
feet. Installation will include an electric 
traveling crane, motors and controls, and 
other equipment. Cost estimated about 
$350,000. Engineering department is in 
charge. 


NatcHez, Miss.—Water Department, M. 
G. Stewart, superintendent, receives bids 
until December 28 for electric generator 
direct-connected to diesel engine unit, and 
auxiliary electrical equipment for instal- 
lation in municipal power and waterworks 
station. Wiedeman & Singleton, Candler 
Building, Atlanta, Ga., are consulting 
engineers. 


Sano Sprincs, Oxia.—Sand Springs 
Textile Mills, Inc., Main Street, plans 
installation of motors and controls, regu- 
lators, conveyors and other equipment in 
new addition to mill, to double present 
capacity. Cost estimated about $500,000, 
including equipment. Work will be car- 
ried out early in 1940. J. E. Sirrine & 
Company, Greenville, S. C., are consulting 
engineers. E, M. Monsell is president. 


Auuiance, Onto—Ohio Public Service 
Co., Cleveland, Ohio, has plans under way 
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for modernization and improvements in { 
generating station in Lake Park district, — 
Alliance, including installation of addi- — 


tional equipment. Company also will make 
extensions in transmission and distributing 


lines in that district. Cost estimated close 
to $175,000. Proposed to proceed with 
work soon. Company has begun extensions 
in 132,000-volt transmission line at War- 
ren, Ohio, to be strung on steel poles, 
to site of new local mill of Co eld 
Steel Company, about 10 miles in all, where 
company will furnish service, recently 
referred to in these columns. Plans are 
nearing completion for power substation 
for terminus vf new line at steel mill, 
estimated to cost approximately $250,000, 
with equipment, and work on unit is 
ee to be placed under way at early 
ate. 


MoorHeap, Minn.—Water and Light 
Board, Fred Wenzel, president, receives 
bids until January 3 for 3000-kw. steam 
turbine-generator unit, condenser, and 
auxiliary equipment, in connection with 
expansion and improvements in municipal 
electric power plant. Entire project will 
cost about $200,000. Helmick, Edeskuty & 
Lutz, Essex Building, Minneapolis, Minn., 
are consulting engineers. 


Iowa City, Iowa—Iowa City Light & 
Power Co. plans extensions in transmis- 
sion lines in parts of Hardin Township 
and will proceed with work at early date. 
Permission has been granted. Proposed to 
furnish service in rural district in that 
vicinity. 

Corpus Curist1, Tex.—Central Power 
& Light Co., San Antonio, Tex., has plans 
nearing completion for building for new 
steam-electric generating station in Nueces 
Bay district, Corpus Christi, and will take 
bids for erection early in 1940; also for 
switchyard structure and auxiliary con- 
struction. As previously noted in these 
columns, new station is scheduled for com- 
pletion next year and will cost about $1,- 
000,000. Sargent & Lundy, Inc., 140 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, IIl., is consult- 
ing engineer. 


EscanaBa, Micu.—Upper Michigan Light 
& Power Co., Escanaba, is considering ex- 
tensions and improvements in power plant, 
with installation of additional equipment. 
Also plans line expansion and improve- 
ments. Cost estimated about $300,000. Pro- 
posed to carry out work in 1940. 


Ciewiston, FLta.—United States Sugar 
Corp., Clewiston, plans installation of 
motors and controls, conveyors, electric | 
hoists, loaders and other ipment in 
proposed new cane sugar mill in Florida 
Everglades district, where site is being 
selected. It will comprise several one and 
multi-story units, equipped to grind over 
5000 tons of sugar cane per day. A power 
house will be built. Entire project is re- 
ported to cost close to $500,000. 


Amsterpam, N. Y.—New York Power & 
Light Corp., Albany, N. Y., is considering 
new power substation on West Main Street, 
Amsterdam, to cost close to $50,000, with 
ae Proposed to begin work early 
in . 


Kosciusko, ‘Miss.—City Council plans 
extensions and improvements in municip 
electric power plant, including installation 
- additional equipment. Cost about $70,- 
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